THE PAN AFRICAN CONFERENCE OF 1900 DISPLAY

The Pan African Conference held in London in 1900 was a break-through event in brining together Black activists from Britain, America , the West Indies and Africa, and white supporters. It was organised by the Trinidadian Henry Sylvester Williams. BASA has an exhibition of 6 display boards which can be borrowed. The content of each Panel is summarised below.

To borrow the display boards please contact the BASA Secretary on 

Panel 1: The Background - Racism and imperialism

Explains that racism and xenophobia have always been part of modern British society. Examples are given from literature, travel books, statesmen, education, the learned societies, the Empire builders and missionaries.

Panel 2. The background - responses to racism

Summarises the varying responses in Britain from the anti—slave trade and slavery 

campaigns, and the contributions of black writers, the work of  people like Catherine 

Impey and Celestine Edwards and Henry Sylvester Williams. Mention is made of the of 

the Back-to Africa among African-Americans,  and the 1893  Congress on Africa. In Africa 

mention is made of the advocates inc. Edward Blyden.

Panel 3. Black peoples and organisations in Britain 1900

Explains that there has not been much research on Black peoples in Britain in this period, 

or on their organisations. Those known to exist were: the Edinburgh University Afro-West 

Indian Literary Society, the British Committee of the Indian National Congress, and the 

African Association.  Mention is made of Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, Dadabhai Naoroji, 

Theophilus Scholes, Dr John Alcindor,  Dr Ernest Goffe, Jacob Christian. There is a potted 

biography of Henry Sylvester Williams.  

Panel 4. The African Association 

Summarises what is known about the Association, with some details about its officers: Rev. 

H. Mason Joseph, T.J. Thomson, Mrs. A.Victoria.Kinloch, A. Charles Durham and Moses da 

Rocha; the Committee members: A. Pulcherie Pierre, H. Renton St.ClairJ. Sydney McArthur, 

F.M. Ribero, and Rev. C.W. Farquhar and the patrons: J. Otonba Payne, Rev. M. Agbebi, 

and D. Augustus Straker.

Panels 5 & 6. The Conference - July 1900

Provides information about the Conference held at  Westminster Town Hall 

23-25 July 1900, and associated events, and details about participants: Thomas Junius 

Calloway, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, Anna Cooper, W.E.B. Du Bois, Anna Jones, Richard 

E. Phipps of Trinidad, Richard Akiwande Savage, William Scarborough, David August 

Straker,  Benito Sylvain, Alexander Walters,,  Rev. B. Arnett, G.J. Christian, Henry 

Downing, C.W. French, F.E.R. Johnson, Rev. Henry Mason Joseph, Charles P. Lee, 

Frederick J. Loudin, William Meyer,  J. E. Quinlan,  Rev. Henry Smith. Mention is made of 

the decisions and resolutions, passed and the memorial sent to Queen Victoria, and the 

text of the Appeal to the Nations of the World.. The names of officers, the Executive 

Committee are listed.

