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The event was promoted and organised by The African Diaspora in Asia (TADIA) Society, an organisation that is associated with the UNESCO Slave Route Project. 

TADIA was conceived in 2003 as a result of the chance meeting in Goa of linguist Jean-Pierre Angenot who was researching in Goa and Cliff Pereira (BASA committee member). The pair realised during a short conversation that the Afro-Asians were relatively unknown to academics outside of Asia, and that these communities were often either “invisible” or misunderstood by the general public within Asia. To this unlikely pair was added London-based linguist and musicologist Shihan Jayasura Da Silva, who was the “spoke” that moved these simple ideas to produce a viable and successful project. 

AIMS & OBJECTIVES.
TADIA had three objectives: 

1) The network wishes to contribute to breaking the silence and thereby making universally known the Afro-Asian diaspora input that was mainly through the forced migration of the slave trade.

2) Secondly TADIA seeks to explore the "voluntary" role of military mercenaries, African seaman, Moslem pilgrims, Christian clergy, etc. in the development of diaspora Afro-Asian communities.  

3) Thirdly TADIA aims to outline the specific educational, employment and organizational capacity thereby providing a base for the social development and income-generation for communities of African descent.

STRUCTURE.

Initially a cyber network was formed to connect the experts of the various domains of academic research, cultural promotion and socio-economic development, who share a common interest for the issues of the African diaspora across and within the Red Sea and Indian Ocean, encompassing an area of Asia extending from the Near East to the Far East, excluding the island communities (Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion, Seychelles, BIOT).
TADIA became a multidisciplinary and multicultural project that aimed to constitute an "interface" linking the academic knowledge (i.e. archeological, historical, anthropological, linguistic, sociological, ethno musical, comparative religion and oral history) and initiatives aimed at the promotion of contemporary diaspora Afro-Asian communities, thereby leading to the above objectives. The TADIA network is presently structured around four inter-linked key projects; in accordance with the main aims of the UNESCO "Slave Route" project:

1) An academic research program consisting of:

2) A program on the promotion of contemporary cultures with their artistic and spiritual forms of expression by:  

3) An educational and teaching project with:

4) A socio-economic program on job creation and income generation. 

The Event.

With a cyber network well established, TADIA started moving towards the identification of historical and contemporary Afro-Asian communities and with the input of an eclectic group of people The International Conference on the Siddis of India and the African Diaspora in Asia was held from 9-20 January 2006, at Goa, India. The Conference was part of a programme that included a video and film festival, live Afro-Asian dance and music performances, workshops on social issues and a book launch.   

Results.

The event was a great success, receiving coverage in local Goan newspapers, and the Mumbai Time Out. The conference brought together academics from over 22 countries around the world, who delivered papers that covered over fifteen Afro-Asian communities. Papers were also provided on several other Afro-Asian communities and on related themes among Afro-Brazilians, Afro-Americans and Mauritian Creoles. All events were attended by representatives of the Indian Afro-Asian communities. Calls for publication came from Europe, Asia and North America. 

.- Social

Socially the event brought together for the first time Afro-Indians (usually known as Siddis) from six different Indian communities who spoke six different Indian languages and professed three different faiths (Moslem, Hindu and Christian). The social plight of the Indian Afro-Asians was brought to light and the Afro-Asians took a leading role in all components of the conference gathering some sense of a unity from the workshops.

- Cultural.

There were important papers and discussions on the present socio-economic situation of Afro-Asians, and such diverse topics as, land-rights (India), government recognition (India), forced repatriation (Israel), voluntary repatriation (India-Kenya), voluntary migration (Indonesia-Netherlands), Afro-Asian rulers (India), spirit cults (India and Dubai), legendary figures (Maldives), hand gestures (Africa and Asia), and quilt-making (India).

- Historical.

From the historical perspective the academics and the Afro-Asians were unified in recognising that the origin of Afro-Asians was linked to both enslaved and free migration and was part of a non-African slave trade. There was also much recognition of the difference in the social acceptance (or not) of Africans in Asia, as compared with the Americas. The contribution of the Afro-Asians to Asia was similarly recognised. One important point that resonated was that the “model” of slavery in the Atlantic hemisphere could not be applied in the Indian Ocean. 

